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SAFEGUARDING THE ARCHITECT 



T.tion of an architect depends largely on his use of sound judgment in 
proper materials and securing good workmanship. Having selected the 
rial for his purpose after submitting it to tests and studying the result, 
ther buildings, the success of his selection will depend on the kind of workman 
ship employed in its installation. 

ties of Vitrolite for sanitary purposes are so evident even upon the 
sample and ,t has such a long list of notable and satisfactory installa 
dit that its use should be given serious consideration whenever mater 2s 
for a toilet room, wash room, kitchen or any other interior where re 
quirements of sanitation are important. 

ite in a satisfactory manner it is essential that skill, trainino care and 

dge of ,ts technique should be at the command of the contractor TWs 

las been assured by the Vitrolite Company through the maintenance f Vitrolite 

8an.zat.ons ,n the principal cities of America and foreign countries Xh a u l 

jpns.bil.ty for the correct detailing and installation of Vitrolite. They Te composed 

to faEtet" "^ men and are 6qUiPPed Wlth St ° cks ° f V " rol,te and? he mS'y 

SXZSl. te oiSiS^1^^ arrangement § They w, 1 l^reparf e £ma 

Z.nH I, " s f r ,^ u,remen ts; they will also execute contracts to 
.faction and will give full guarantee of satisfactory service of any installs 

in CWcag'I^AXect? W** ^ ^^ S° mpany maintains at ^ home offices 

ZeetrTr T" ^^i ° f Arch '^tural, Eng.neer.ng and Art 

Tu C L 0nsideratlon to a " special problems involving any of the 

a*rr£xftte r erial may advance the in ~° 

nearest Vitrolite Service (Wi™? the smaller cit.es may communicate with the 

ice Organization or with the ma.n office of the V.trol.te Company. 

its M^k^S^^^ ^ l6ading arch,tects ' s -.dent upon consideration of 

-mpartments and wa.nscoting ,n important buildings which include 

iSS^^^SaJ!!;' W C W eC A- h Graham r AnderSOn ' Probst & Wh '<*< Chicago. 

• Theatre, Louif vHle K y Architect' ^"^-Cass Gilbert. New York City. 
Fort Shelby Hotel Detroit Mirh A u ct - Joh /] Eberson. Chicago. 
Cook County HosuitaT rh,>, ich :' Architect-Albert Kahn. Inc.. Detroit. 
Pacific BuiMm "Sn F anc^Ca A A ! ch ^~^ E. Hall, Chicago. 

Mutual Benem Insurance B^icSn' Net AN J^f l'^ 7*2, T"* * CaL 
New Public Schools (5), Atlanta £a ArT, d Arc L hlte c c ^-J. H. ^W. C.Ely, New York City. 

U. Atlanta, Ua„ Architects-Preacher 6- Co., Atlanta, Ga 

& u„^i N LS L M A i ,ONs G :^ o H RE,G "? uNTRiEs 

Municipal Hospital, San Juan ' P R general Hospital. Johannesburg, S. Africa, 

Banco de Mexico, Mexico City Mex Mii° I erritonal - C fS"as. Porto Rico. 

The ab 1 Mlller Apartments. Johannesburg, S.Africa. 

t.ons made mvanouTcft'ies ofth^lf v"]^ feW ° f many recent representative installa- 
>ous ct.es of the United States and foreign countr.es. 



[Better than Marble 



Mlllss 



FACTS ABOUT VITROLITE 

Composition — Vitrolite is an opaque and impervious fire polished, vitreous slab ma- 
terial. In its manufacture, Feldspar, Fluorspar, China Clay, Sand, Kyrolith, Manganese 
and twenty other minerals are fused under tremendous heat, rolled into slabs of required 
thickness and tempered in annealing ovens until it becomes hard as steel, smooth as 
crystal and strong as granite. 

Qualities — Vitrolite combines the desirable qualities of marble, glass and porcelain. 
It cannot warp, swell or pull apart. It will never become marred by fine surface cracks or 
crazings. Its hard firepolished surface resists all attempts to write or mark upon it. It is 
the easiest of all materials to clean, the stroke of a damp cloth being sufficient to keep it 
spotless. It will never become stained in the slightest degree nor will it grow dull or dis- 
integrate but through endless years the lustre of its matchless surface will remain unimpaired. 

Colors Gnd Textures — In addition to beautiful milk white slabs which have been 
the accepted standard for years, Vitrolite is also produced in colors of ivory, blue, 
dark green, jade (a light green) orchid gray and black which has made it possible to 
secure color combinations that add greatly to the beauty and distinctiveness of Vitrolite 
installations. More recently developed processes for applying special surface textures and 
decorations in any color or style enable one to execute entire interiors in any color 
scheme or style of ornamentation desired. 

Sizes and Weights — Vitrolite is available in white and all colors as listed above and in 
thicknesses of % r f %", 3 4", 1" and P/4". In addition white Vitrolite only may be had in 
thicknesses of 1/ 4 ", 1/2" and %» '. 

The following table shows actual weights per square foot and maximum sizes of slabs: 



Thick 

w 
w 



Weight 
3 lbs. 
4 

53/4 " 
6% " 



White 
60" x 84" 
60" x 84" 
60" x 84" 
60" x 60" 



Colors 

54" x 60" 

54" x 60" 



Thick 

i" 

IK" 



Weight 



lbs. 



10 

13 1 10 

16 9/10 



White 

60" x 60" 
60" x 60" 
50" x 60" 
36" x 84" 



Cole 



48" x 60" 
36" x 84" 
36" x 84" 



Cost — The cost of Vitrolite compares favorably with that of a first grade tile or the 
better grades of marble, although a considerably higher price would be justified by its un- 
usually low maintenance cost and other obvious merits. 

Uses — Vitrolite is in general use the world over for wainscoting and partitions in wash 
rooms, toilet compartments and shower baths of public and private buildings and it is often 
used for facing the entire walls and ceiling. In industrial plants it contributes both to 
sanitation and maximum transmission of light, serving for the facing of the walls and ceil- 
ings of laboratories, bakeries, creameries, dairies, industrial lunch rooms and all rooms where 
food products are handled. Hospital authorities have found in jade Vitrolite the scien- 
tifically perfect material for operating rooms as it eliminates glare and gives colors their 
true values. For restaurants, confectioneries, barber shops, meat markets and other shop 
interiors, also for theatres, churches and bank lobbies, Vitrolite is unexcelled. It is in 
standard use for soda fountains, table and counter tops and tops for the finest furniture. 

The modern home is incomplete without a Vitrolite kitchen or bathroom and its beauty 
and convenience are further added to by the use of Vitrolite for the vestibule, dining room, 
sun parlor, breakfast room and fireplace. 
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itCTIONS THEOUGH WAIN3COT CAP5 

SCALE: 3 "« lO' 




SECTIONS THEOUGH BA3E5 

SCALt 3 , lO 




SQUABfc SOUND MITS& QUIttK MlTBE BULL NO(>t 

N5 THROUGH CXTEEIOB CORNEES 

^CALE d" - I'O" 





SQUARE WITH ftO-BDCE 



HEBCING- BONE 



| i 

| ^J 

^J <- **. 



TL002 PATTE2ND 

SCALE #"ri-o- 




^^7 



I7>77* 





PLANS THROUGH INTEBlOk CORNER 



SCALE 3"-l'-0- 

(■SCfcEWi WITH ENAMELED TACK HEADS . 



\ 
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— 1 
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DIAGONAL WITH 50&DCE 



> * 




SECT ELEV 



CEILING PATTERNS 

5CALE7i".!-0- 

KEY TO MATERIAL 

^3 W////////\ l r-,--.-..^ ) 



WTSOUTt ««» COLO,,.™ ^^ ^^ ^^ g^™ 



PLATE No. I 

s™I invLtr ttrol^mt t 7 ny i T SUUCUOn SeCUOns and floor and <**"* sterns pos* 
V.trohte may be deta.led to suit practically any architectural requirements as to 
construction or decorative effect. 
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CONSTRUCTION SUGGESTIONS 

To secure satisfactory and attractive Vitrolite installations, the right sizes and thick- 
nesses of material must be used. To insure the best results and avoid misunderstanding, 
the sizes and thicknesses of materials should be specified or clearly shown on plans 

The following suggestions are given for the purposes classified below 

Base, door and window trim, caps and borders — : „ " or 3 4 " thick, not to exceed 8'0" lo 
(See pages 4 and 13). 

Wainscoting and Wall Facing — If small plates in ashlar or other bon 
Vitrolite v," thick is required (or average conditions For very high cl. illations or 

where difficult conditions of service exist : ,, " material may be used Plates ii \ . 10. 

9x13, 9x18, 10x20, 12x16 and 12x24 are kept in stock and are slightly lower in price than 
special sizes. In large quantities special sizes of small plates will he furnished at stock prit 

Walls may be made of large slabs, 7 „," or 3 4 " thick in sizes up to 3'6" \ X'O" A Vitrolite 
Service Organization should be consulted to pass upon the u conditi 

sometimes exist that render their use inadvisable 

Panelled walls or special arrangements may be desired, in which ca thick- 

nesses may be used or the two may be used in combination to secure relief effec 

Ceilings — Vitrolite :> u ," thick, plates not to exceed 24" x 24" and fastened securely in 
place, where the corners of the plates meet, with vitreous china or ornamental metal rosettes 
screwed to wood furring strips. These rosettes furnished in any color or special finish desired. 
Ceiling borders may be fastened with screws into which an enameled tack head can be 
inserted. 

Floors — Vitrolite floors are ideal for some purposes but a Service Organization should be 
consulted before deciding on their use. Slabs of Vitrolite should be 3 4 " thick and preferably 
of sizes from 6" x 6" to 12" x 12". 

Toilet Compartments. See pages 7, 8, 9 and 10 
Urinal Partitions. (Seepage 12). 
Shower Enclosures. I See page II). 

Miscellaneous — Window stools, thresholds, top slabs for cabinets, sinks and other fix- 
tures, 3 4 " or I" thick in sizes not to exceed 3'0" x 8'0". 

Finish of Edges — Vitrolite slabs may be had with rough cut, ground or polished edges, 
square, round or beveled to suit detail. 
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TOILET COMPARTMENTS, URINALS AND SHOWERS 

New Style Construction — (See pages 7, 8 and 9). Vitrolite has been generally used 
for toilet compartments and wainscoting for many years. The accumulated experience of 
the Engineering Department in developing succeeding types of constructions has been 
applied in the development of a new type of toilet compartment construction that is the 
nearest to perfection of any heretofore in use and possesses marked advantages over com- 
partments made of any other material. All superfluous parts have been eliminated, thereby 
providing a neat, rigid and beautifully simple construction. 

Among the advantages of the new construction are the following: 

The stiles consist of one piece of l'/ 4 " thick Vitrolite with two surfaces polished, and 
edges ground or polished to suit detail. The partitions consist of two thicknesses of l{ 6 " 
Vitrolite which are cemented back to back and lined with felt, thereby providing partition 
I" thick with polished surfaces. These partitions contain iron bands which are placed 
between the slabs of the partition and fastened to the stiles by means of lead shield anchors 
and to the rough wall by means of toggle bolts. 

The exposed metal plates at backs of stiles are concealed by white porcelain enameled 
metal sleeves. Where the partition joins the stile it rests on a Vitrolite leg cemented to 
back of stile. A polished nickel silver saddle may be used instead if so desired. The use of 
Vitro ite stiles without a head rail I Page Seven) is made possible by this construction. 
Regular clamp style door stops and hinges are bolted directly to the Vitrolite stiles. 

Old Style Construction— Old style Vitrolite construction for toilet compartments of 
which page 10 shows several variations, consists of slabs of V Vitrolite cemented to a 
built up core. This type of construction possesses advantages for certain kinds of installa- 
tions concerning which the Vitrolite Service Organizations or the Vitrolite Company may 
be consulted. It permits the use of various color combinations, such as a contrasting color 
for head trim and ,amb strips. It is also necessary sometimes to match up additional conv 
partments with existing installations of this construction. 

Special Construction — Many variations of toilet compartments and partitions are 
possible to meet special conditions. In such cases the Vitrolite Service Organization will 
carry out the construction as indicated on your details or submit details taking into account 
your special requirements. 5 

Urinal Stalls- Details i on page 12 show the use of V.trolite for urinal stalls. The 

tw n n V^ b , e r made 0f Vltrollte » «*»$ cas * the flush pipe may be exposed or concealed 

".nan' genial use"" 5 ' '" 8 ^ d ' VldmS Parm '° nS ™ y be USed with m0St ^ of 

oJ,rZ e J EnCl ° SUTeS ~^ ge " * hows two ^Pes of construction which have met with 

uoXlZ^Z? &rC W le T Vltr ° llte fl °° rS may be USed but cement or cast compos, 
ouJ nar^l? f T ^ some t.mes required. Shower enclosures may also have 

s^tondSonf ° I k' r^l? 1 ^^ W ' th V ' tr0,,te in lar § e or sma " slabs. Details for 
special conditions will be furnished upon request. 
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PANELS -jlvm' 

ELEV-Or-BEAB-WALL 

SCALE -^4"- [-O- 
ANY- ASHLAR -CONSTRUCTION -SHOWN 
ON OTHEB. - PLATES - MAY BE - USED 

PL ODE LINE 
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HEJGHT-OF- STILES- WAY 
VARY TO - SUIT REQUIREMENTS 



SECTION- THKU RE-AU- WAUL 
SCALE 3"« f-O" 



CO 



to 



_N1CML PLATID 
SADDLE 



FIcQNT- ELEVATION 

SCALE- 'A'- I'-O' 

V/IDTH ■ OF C ENTER • 5TILE • MAY ■ VARY F60M 
6"-T0- 12*- TO 3UIT- REQUIREMENTS 



£EAC ELEVATION 
OF- CENTER. -5TJLE 

SCALE %' ■■ l-O" 




ASHLARS «"' ife'-^Jfc 

ALTEP-NATE - SUGGESTION 
fOU-UEAU-WALL 

SCALE ( A"= l-O" 
VlTPOUTE • MAY - EXTEND TO TOP OP TOILET 
PARTITIONS- AS "SHOWN -OR -TO -ANY DESIRED - 
HEIGHT- AEOVE PARTITIONS OE-IT MAY- EE- 
USED -FOR- ENTIRE -WALLS AND CEILING • 



i 
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SECTION ThCU 

Alternate* 
CCALt - 3~ = V-cr 




ELEV * F - PARTITION 

SCALE »4 • lO' 



SECTION -"A" 

SCALE 3"= !-©• 




FLOOB.-PLAN- 

SCALE- 1/4"* l-O" 



PLAN-°r-CENTEQ-5T)LE 
AND- PARTITION 

SCALE- 3" « r-O- 



PLANT-END-5TILE 
AND PARTITION 

SCALE- 3 ■'■■ l-O" 



PLATE No. 2 
This construction represents the most advanced achievement in toilet partitions. It has been used in 
many notable buildings such as the State Bank Building, Chicago. Full size details will be sent upon 

request. 
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ASH LAOS |0"» SO'* 4V 

ELEV-T EEAE-WALL 
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ALTERNATE SUGGESTION 
rot &EA£ WALL 

SCALE VV-I'-O" 



CAP TO- DE TUB.N' TO- 
WALL- IP- DE51C.E0 "^-*J 



V SEE DETAIL OF TOILET 
CONSTRUCTION TYPt '; 
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ELLtV T END PARTITION 
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DOWEL PIN 



SECTION -THPU CAP 

5HOWING METHOD 

°T • CONNECTION 

WITH- 3TILC5 
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tLtV °P END- STILE SHOWING 
LOCATION °f DOWEL PIM5 

scale- a'-r©" 




tLEV- T CENTER.- STILE 
SHOWINGi- LOCATIONT-DOWtL-PlNS 
SCALE S". 1-0* 



PLATE No. 3 
This plate shows a modification of the construction shown on page seven. The stiles are higher and 
a V.trol.te head ra.l ,S used permitting the line of the head rail to be carried around the room as a 

wainscot cap. 



Page Eight 



"^[Better than Marble 





1 












*z 


=4 




















\ 
















n 














o: O^-O- ■<=>■<?. o, ;<*... i-^: o- 
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ASHLAR 12" * 14' - 5 /* 

ALTERNATE SUGGESTION 
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CONNECTION • °r TOP - STANDARD 
TO CENTER- 5TILE 

scale, y-\o- 




CON.°P TOP-3TANDAED 
TO- END STILE 
SCALE -«'« l-O' 



PLATE No. 4 

Showing a further modification of the construction shown on page 7. A metal pipe rail connects 
the tops of the stiles. This construction is favored by some architects for public buildings and 

industrial establishments. 
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AND DOUBLt SLAB- CEMENTED PARTITION 

SCALE 3-.10* 



PLATE No. 5 
In this type of construction a core is first built to which thinner slabs of Vitrolite are applied. This 
core may be of steel, slate, plaster on plaster board or metal lath. Many modifications of construe 

tion and color effect are possible. 
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PLATE No. 7 

Vitrolite is ideal for urinal stalls as it will never stain or deteriorate. A notable recent installation 
is the new Stadium of Northwestern University, Evanston, 111. 
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PLATE No. 8 

While Vitrolite walls are often used in connection with wood door and window trim it is preferable 
that doors and windows be cased with Vitrolite members so as to make an entirely sanitary instal- 
lation. A wide variety of effects is possible. 



^Better than Marble p 



Page Thirteen 




Fort Shelby Hotel 

lv0rV ^ in 400 bathrooms 

C L ° U ! Albert Kahn, Inc., 
Architect. Alb ^t 
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"•""men, Arch, tect 



lue Valley Creamery, 

Chicago, 111. 

White Vitrolit; on walls and 

ceilings throughout this 

modern creamery. 

Architect— 

Max D .inning, t 

Chicigo. 
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Aragcn Ball Room, 

Chicago, 111. 

Toilet stalls (builMJO type) and 

wainscoting of white Viwta 

With black V.trclite base, cap 

and headrail. 

Architect-Huszagn fc- Hi.i, 

Chicago. 



Banco de ^ 

Ivory V'«r°l;<^ s S e an w„h d«- 

•>-" Ve o modern de« S n. 







Ferment Hotel, 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Decorated black Vitrolite toilet stall 

mullions (new style) also wainscoting 

and partitions of white Vitrolite with 

black trim. 

Architect— John B. McCool, 

San Francisco. 
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Tentative Outline Specifications 

for Vitrolite 

NOTE — The headings under Section No. 1 refer to the standard outline of the American Specifica- 
tion Institute by whom these specifications were developed for the Vitrolite Company. Where 
modifications are desirable the services of the Engineering Department of the Vitrolite Company 
are available. 



CONTRACT AND LEGAL 

1. Parties: 5. General Conditions: 

2. Drawings: 6. Regulations: 

3. Agreements: 7. Standards: 

4. Terms of Payment: 8. Patents: 



ECONOMIC 

9. Scope of Contract— Contractor shall furnish and 
erect all VITROLITE required for (List items included, 
such as wainscoting, toilet compartments, shower com' 
partments, ceilings, floors, etc., and where located). 

This Contractor not to furnish (List items that may not 
be clear and where located,). 

10. Payments on Contract — 



PRELIMINARY PREPARATION 

11. Preparation — Other Contractors will prepare all 
walls and furnish and set wood grounds for all wainscoting 
and also all wood blocking for fixtures. Contractor shall 
cO'Operate and give any necessary supervision. 

1 2. Field Measurements — Contractor shall verify 
carefully all dimensions and take all necessary measure- 
ments at building. 

13. Shop Drawings— Contractor shall prepare usual 
shop drawings and schedules and furnish two sets of prints 
to Architects for approval. One of these will be returned 
and the other kept in Architect's files. 

14. Samples — Contractor shall, when so requested, 
furnish small samples of different materials to be used. 



MATERIAL 

15. Properties of Material —Vitrolite such as 
manufactured by THE VlTROLITE COMPANY, Chicago, 
Illinois, shall be the Company's usual standard, homo- 
geneous and opaque, fused at a temperature of about 
3,000 degrees F., molten mass rolled into slab form, 
thoroughly annealed and toughened. The surface shall 
be fired polished, milk white unless otherwise particularly 
called for, reverse side corrugated. All thicknesses and 
dimensions as shown on drawings. Face edges shall be 
chamfered and exposed edges polished. 

NOTE. — In public work where statutes prohibit the 
specification of a single product, the words "or other 
similar fire polished products" may be inserted. 

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 

16. Wainscoting — Contractor shall furnish and erect 
VlTROLITE wainscoting to consist of base, panels and cap 
of dimensions and thicknesses specified or as shown on 



drawings, set in plastic cement and with all joints pointed 
with Vitro pointing material. Surface of base and cap 
shall project approximately 1/8 " beyond face of panels. 
All plumb, straight and true. 

17. Ceilings — Ceilings will consist of VlTROLITE of 
dimensions and thicknesses specified or as shown on 
drawings. Ceilings shall be provided with wood furring 
strips (furnished by VlTROLITE Contractor) securely 
fastened straight and level. VlTROLITE ceiling plates 
shall be screwed to wood furring strips with white porcelain 
china (or ornamental metal) buttons (furnished by 
VlTROLITE Contractor). 

!8. Toilet Compartments — Stiles, headrail and par- 
titions and backs will consist of VlTROLITE of dimen- 
sions and thicknesses specified or as shown on drawings. 
All hardware and doors to be furnished by other Con- 
tractors, unless otherwise definitely specified herein. 

19. Urinals — Urinals will consist of VlTROLITE parti- 
tions, backs and floors of dimensions and thicknesses 
specified or as shown on drawings. 

20. Shower Bath Compartments — Shower bath com- 
partments will consist of VlTROLITE stiles, curbs, treads, 
headrail, partitions and backs of dimensions and thick- 
nesses specified or as shown on drawings. 

21. Floors — Floors will consist of VlTROLITE of 
dimensions specified or as shown on drawings, and laid 
in VlTRO-floor cement applied to rough floor of wood or 
concrete, which must be level and of solid construction. 

22. Door and Window Trim— Window Stools — 
Thresholds— Jambs— Etc. — These items will consist of 
VlTROLITE of dimensions and thicknesses specified or as 
shown on drawings. 

23. Protection— VlTROLITE Contractor shall take all 

necessary precautions to protect all portions of his work 
liable to damage by other Contractors. 

24. Drilling — Drilling of all Vitrolite for fixtures 

and pipes shall be done by VlTROLITE Contractor. 

25. Cleaning — Vitrolite Contractor shall care- 
fully clean all VlTROLITE surfaces and remove all his 
rubbish from premises as fast as it accumulates. 



GUARANTEE 

Inspection- 
Material — Contractor shall guarantee 



26. 

27. Material — Contractor shall guarantee VlTRO- 
LITE against crazing, discoloring or absorption of foreign 
matter; and against cracking except from the effects of 
external force or application of heat. 

28. Installation — Contractor shall guarantee his 
installation against parting from foundation, loosening or 
breaking, except from the effects of external force. 

29. Replacement — Contractor shall replace without 
charge all work which does not meet these conditions 
within two years. 



